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The COVID-19 pandemic is changing the way that sexual and reproductive health (SRH) services, including 

cervical cancer (cxca) prevention, are delivered. Program planners and healthcare workers must work to 

update and innovate in the delivery of these services if they are to be sustained during the pandemic. On 

Tuesday, April 28th, TogetHER for Health hosted a twitter chat to bring our community together to discuss 

the implications of COVID-19 on our work, and the steps we can take today to protect women’s lives. 

 

We invited experts to join our discussion, including:  

 

▪ Martha Brady, Director of Sexual & Reproductive Health at PATH  

▪ Joel Fokom Domgue, Post-Doctoral Fellow, MD Anderson 

▪ Somesh Kumar, Senior Director New Initiative and Innovations at Jhpiego  

▪ Chemtai Mungo, Global Health Fellow, UCSF Center for AIDS Prevention Studies  

▪ Eva Lathrop, Global Medical Director, PSI  

▪ Peter Sasieni, Professor of Cancer Prevention, Kings College London and Cancer Research UK 

 

It was a rich discussion, made richer by the participation of additional voices from across the globe adding 

their perspective & expertise. We would like to share a few highlights from this exciting discussion.  

 

Implications of COVID-19 on SRH and CXCA Prevention  

 

The discussion began with an exploration of the known and potential impact of COVID-19 on sexual and 

reproductive health services. The implications could be severe, including loss of important gains in sexual 

and reproductive health:   

 

 
 

Specific concerns were cited around contraceptive access and availability, lack of care seeking despite the 

presence of cancer symptoms, and decreased cervical cancer screening and HPV vaccination.  

 

Several participants highlighted that fear of COVID-19 was already impacting women’s pursuit of routine 

screening or follow-up implications. The result of which could be worsening inequalities in screening uptake.   
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The Continued Delivery of SRH and CXCA Prevention  

 

The potential impact of reducing access to SRH services underscores the importance of continuing services, 

but experts agreed this should be done carefully, weighing epidemiological and healthcare delivery 

questions. Participants generally agreed that some services may be postponed but other are essential and 

must continue, such as treatment of previously identified lesions.  

 

 
 

For some services, the risk of infection may outweigh the benefit. This could be particularly true of some 

screening services.  
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However, for those already in the pathway of care, particularly those with identified lesions, services may be 

appropriate if delivered safely.  

 

 
 

Critically, calculation of risk will vary by population and some groups will need to be prioritized for ongoing 

services, such as those with identified lesions and those at high risk of developing cervical cancer.  

Screening may need to continue for particularly high-risk women like those living with HIV.  

 

 

 
 

Where services are paused, planning for resumption of services to “catch-up” delivery needs to start now, 

both for vaccination and for screening. This will mitigate the impact of service cessation.  
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Delivering SRH and CXCA Prevention Services Safely  

 

Designing the safe delivery of cervical cancer prevention services will require rigorous, innovative and 

adaptive service delivery. Three key areas were discussed.  

 

1) Ensure high quality infection control: Where services are delivered, steps must be taken to protect 

the safety of healthcare workers and the patients seeking care.  

 

 
 

Reducing patient flow, one of the most promising approaches for infection control, is not a simple task. 

Experts offered a few strategies for achieving this outcome, including integration with SRH & PHC services, 

engagement of private sector providers and use of mobile technologies.    
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2) Use mHealth technologies to expand access to services, limit visits to clinics and disseminate 

important information. “Virtual care” can be a critical tool to help providers continue services 

delivery.  

 

 
 

These technologies may also be used to communicate directly with patients about if & when to seek care, 

and can even be used to train providers. Emerging examples are already being reported from several 

countries.  
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3) Expand access to new self-care innovations that would allow individuals to conduct health services 

in their own home. An expansion of HPV self-sampling provides an opportunity to continue delivering 

services even while communities work to “flatten the curve”. Expansion of these technologies during 

this time of crisis, could also yield critical lessons to inform their future scale-up.  

 

 
 

 
 

Engaging Communities to Protect Access to SRH and CXCA Prevention Services  

 

Infection control, mHealth and self-care technologies all offer immense opportunity. But the backbone of a 

strong response, will be one that moves beyond health facilities and technologies to engage communities to 

maintain access to SRH services, including cervical cancer prevention. 
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This will require sharing clear and accurate information in a world where misinformation about the virus is 

spreading rapidly. Collaborations with communities must work to expand access to accurate information 

from reputable sources  

 

 
 

 
 

TogetHER for Health as compiled a list of reputable resources on SRH deliver in the context of COVID-19. 

Be sure to check it out here.  

 

A Glimmer of Hope  

 

Despite these incredibly challenging times, the chat also showed great hope for the future.  Confidence 

remains that this moment will drive new partnerships, new adaptations, creativity and innovation that will 

propel the cervical cancer prevention community well into the future.  

 

 
 

 

https://togetherforhealth.org/cervical-cancer-covid-19/
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Most importantly, when we have fought COVID-19, our community still stands committed to a future of 

cervical cancer elimination.  

 

 

 

 
 

If you have questions, suggestions, ideas, please come share them with us at #covidcervixchat. And keep 

an eye out for upcoming webinars on the intersection of COVID-19 and cervical cancer prevention in 

summer 2020!  

 
 

 

 

Learn more: 

 

togetherforhealth.org 

 

 

info@togetherforhealth.org 

 

 

@Toget_HERHealth 
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